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Legal Notice 

• From Sean’s Attorney 

 

“Although Sean likes to pretend to be one, 

he is not an attorney and anything he says 

should be considered bunk”.   



Long called 
Eastern 
Colorado “The 
Great American 
Desert” 

Edwin James (1823) –  

“I do not hesitate in giving the opinion, that it 

is almost wholly unfit for cultivation, and of 

course, uninhabitable by a people depending 

upon agriculture for their subsistence.”  



“a barren region 

unfit for the 

habitation of 

civilized man.” - 

1820 

Major Stephen Long Lt. Zebullon Pike 

“these vast plains of the 

western hemisphere may 

become in time equally 

celebrated with the sandy 

deserts of Africa.” - 1806 



James A. Michener-Centennial 

• “The Platte! That’s the sorriest river in America. You’ve 

heard all the jokes about the Platte. Too thick to drink, 

too thin to plow. That’s a nothing river.” 

• “Good God! I couldn’t help myself. The South Platte was 

the most miserable river in the West, a trickle in summer 

when it’s water was needed, a raging torrent in spring. It 

was muddy, often more island than river, and prior to the 

introduction of irrigation, it had never served a single 

useful purpose in it’s halting career.” 
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Where Does 
Your Water 
Come From? 

Peter Roessmann 

Education Specialist 

Colorado River Water Conservation District 

June 7, 2005 



That’s an Easy Question! 



Rain and Snow  

Colorado is completely 

dependent on rain and 

snowfall for its surface 

water supply 

20% from rainfall 

80% from 

snowfall 

http://www.jerichounderhill.com/snow/09l.htm


Perception vs. Reality 

The way we 

imagine Colorado 

The way Colorado really looks 



Yeah, We’re That Dry 

Baghdad, Iraq 5.5” of 

precipitation per year 

Alamosa, CO 5” of 

precipitation per year 

http://www.koa.com/where/co/06101/photogallery/5.htm


Disparity in Water and People 



More Fundamental Question… 

• Why do we even have any water to 

support an advanced society in Colorado? 



Water 

Management 

Rivers, streams, 

lakes, reservoirs, 

tunnels, pipelines and 

pumping plants are 

the plumbing in our 

water supply. 



The Lengths We go to Get Water 

•City of Aurora water is transported from as 

far as 180 miles and comes from three 

separate river basins. 

 

•The C-BT projects uses 12 reservoirs, 35 

miles of tunnels, 95 miles of canals and 700 

miles of transmission lines. To cover a 

system spanning 150 miles east to west and 

65 from north to south. 

 

•One out of every two drops of water used in 

Denver comes from the West Slope. 

 





Uses of Water 

• Agriculture – 86.5% 

• Municipal – 6.7% 

• Industrial – 1.9% 

• Recreation - 3% 

• Augmentation and aquifer recharge – 1.9% 

• Hydroelectric power generation  

• Environment 

• Aesthetic 
 

(percentages refers to water deliveries, not consumption) 



Two Types of Water 

1. Surface water 

 

2. Ground water 



Surface Water: Major River Basins 



An Inconvenient Truth 

• 70% of out native annual Front Range 

water supply flows past us in just 60 days. 

• In you understand this, you understand 

that we must impound water during the 

period of high run-off for later use. 



Water Storage 
• Photo: “Waiting 

for water on the 
Grand Valley 
Project. The 
home of B. B. 
Freeman and 
family, who had 
been waiting for 
water for six 
years. 1913.”  

 

• Without water 
storage, life in 
Colorado would 
be at the mercy 
of the weather. 
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Dams and Hydrology 

Dams store 

peak, or flood 

waters, 

smoothing out 

the river’s 

natural 

hydrograph 

and raising 

base flows. 



Groundwater: Two Types 

• Confined Aquifers – sealed by impervious layers, doesn’t 
recharge quickly, “fossil” groundwater tens of thousands 
of years old. 

 

• Unconfined Aquifers – connected to water table, 
recharges through surface water leakage, precipitation. 
Most rivers receive about half their flow from ground 
water. 

 

 



Major Aquifers 


